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xtraocular sebaceous carcinoma: tumor
resentation of rapid evolution�

ear  Editor,

ebaceous  carcinoma  (SC)  is  a  rare  malignant  neoplasm
erived  from  the  adnexal  epithelium  of  the  sebaceous
lands,  with  a  higher  incidence  in  the  ocular  region,
articularly  in  the  eyelid  region,  and  has  a  potentially
ggressive  behavior.1---3 Older  age,  previous  radiotherapy,
nd  association  with  Muir-Torre  syndrome  are  predisposing
onditions.1---3

This  is  the  case  report  of  a  75-year-old  white  male  patient
ith  a  history  of  squamous  cell  carcinoma  (SCC),  referred

or  treatment  of  facial  lesion  noted  three  months  before,
ith  rapid  growth  and  bleeding  episodes  associated  with

rauma.  Upon  examination,  a  5-cm,  rounded,  erythematous-
iolaceous,  pre-auricular  tumor  was  observed,  with  friable
nd  necrotic  areas  associated  with  a  1-cm  satellite  lesion
ith  similar  characteristics  and  a  post-SCC  excision  skin
raft  scar  (Fig.  1).  No  regional  lymph  node  enlargement
as  detected.  The  hypotheses  were  SCC,  SCC  metas-

asis,  and  angiosarcoma.  Histopathological  examination
Figs.  2  and  3)  showed  a  dermal  neoplasm  with  polygonal
lear  cells,  evident  nuclear  pleomorphism,  cell  debris,  and
requent  mitoses.  Immunohistochemistry  disclosed  positiv-
ty  for  epithelial  markers  AE1/AE3  and  epithelial  membrane

ntigen  (EMA)  which,  associated  with  histopathological  find-
ngs,  allowed  the  diagnosis  of  sebaceous  carcinoma  (SC),  and

� Study conducted at the Department of Infectology, Dermatol-
gy, Diagnostic Imaging and Radiotherapy, Faculdade de Medicina,
niversidade Estadual Paulista, Campus de Botucatu, SP, Brazil.

Figure  1  Extraocular  sebaceous  carcinoma.  Tumor  measuring
5 cm,  rounded,  with  an  erythematous-violaceous  color,  located
in the  right  preauricular  region,  with  friable  and  necrotic  areas.
Satellite  lesion  measuring  1  cm  with  similar  features  besides  a
SCC excision  scar.
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Figure  2  Extraocular  sebaceous  carcinoma.  Neoplasm  characterized  by  polygonal  clear  cells,  nuclear  pleomorphism,  cell  debris,
and frequent  mitoses  (Hematoxylin  &  eosin,  ×40).
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hus,  the  patient  was  referred  to  the  Head  and  Neck  Surgery
ivision  of  the  institution.

In  a  review  of  1349  SC  cases,  a  predominance  of  males
54%)  was  observed,  as  well  as  mean  age  of  73  years,  86%
hites,  38.7%  on  the  palpebra,  with  a  survival  rate  of  91.9%,
nd  79.2%  in  5  and  10  years  respectively.1 The  most  frequent
etastases  were  found  in  the  lymph  nodes.1,3 Most  cases
ccur  de  novo, although  it  may  originate  from  benign  seba-
eous  lesions  and,  when  located  in  the  upper  or  lower  eyelid,
t  is  associated  with  the  Meibomian  and  Zeis  glands.1---3

linical  presentation  is  variable;  it  is  usually  painless  and
low-growing,  but  it  can  be  rapid-growing  and  aggressive.2

It  is  the  third  or  fourth  most  frequent  malignant  neo-
lasm  of  the  eyelids,  depending  on  the  reference.1---3 The
ost  frequent  extraocular  location  is  the  cephalic  segment,
specially  the  face.  The  diagnosis  of  SC  should  be  a  warning
ign,  as  it  is  a  possible  marker  of  Muir-Torre  syndrome,  a  gen-

dermatosis  characterized  by  the  presence  of  skin  tumors
f  sebaceous  origin  associated  with  systemic  malignancies,
articularly  of  the  gastrointestinal  tract.1 A  subcutaneous
odule  is  usually  observed  in  SC,  which  is  normochromic;

s
g
n
a

2

owever,  it  may  disclose  different  morphologies,  colors  and
ehavior,  depending  on  its  place  of  origin.1---3

The  differential  diagnosis  of  extraocular  SC  includes  basal
ell  carcinoma  (BCC),  SCC,  amelanotic  melanoma,  Merkel
ell  carcinoma,  and  cutaneous  lymphoma.1,3 The  immuno-
istochemical  use  of  markers  for  BerEP4,  EMA  (negative  in
CC),  AE1  and  AE3  (negative  in  melanoma,  lymphomas),
dipophilin  (negative  in  SCC,  Merkel),  p53  and  Ki-67,  will
id  in  the  diagnosis  and  prognosis.1---4 The  treatment  com-
rises  surgical  resection  with  a  1-cm  margin  or  the  use
f  the  micrographic  surgical  technique.2 A  therapeutic
ption  in  cases  of  metastatic  SC  to  the  lungs  and  CNS
s  immunotherapy  with  pembrolizumab,  which  belongs  to
he  class  of  inhibitors  of  anti-PD1  immunological  check-
oints  (programmed  death-1),  and  is  also  used  in  metastatic
elanoma  and  Merkel  cell  carcinoma.5

This  case  report  exemplifies  a  case  of  an  atypical  pre-

entation  of  extraocular  SC,  especially  due  to  the  rapid
rowth  and  aggressiveness  of  the  tumor,  which  when  diag-
osed  had  a  specific  satellite  lesion  and  tumorous  clinical
spect.
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ultilobular  cytoplasm  (Hematoxylin  &  eosin,  ×400).

inancial support

one  declared.

uthors’ contributions

uana  Moraes  Campos:  Approval  of  the  final  version  of  the
anuscript;  design  and  planning  of  the  study;  critical  review
f  the  literature.

Joana  Alexandria  Ferreira  Dias:  Approval  of  the  final  ver-
ion  of  the  manuscript;  critical  review  of  the  manuscript.

Paula  Basso  Lima:  Approval  of  the  final  version  of  the
anuscript;  collection,  analysis,  and  interpretation  of  data;

ritical  review  of  the  manuscript.
Sílvio  Alencar  Marques:  Approval  of  the  final  version  of

he  manuscript;  drafting  and  editing  of  the  manuscript;
ritical  review  of  the  literature;  critical  review  of  the
anuscript.

onflicts of interest

one  declared.
eferences

. Dasgupta T, Wilson LD, Yu JB. A retrospective review of 1349
cases of sebaceous carcinoma. Cancer. 2009;115:158---65.

3

cells  showing  nuclear  pleomorphism,  prominent  nucleoli,  and

. Owen JL, Kibbi N, Worley B, Kelm RC, Wang JV, Barker CA, et al.
Sebaceous carcinoma: evidence-based clinical practice guide-
lines. Lancet Oncol. 2019;20:699---714.

. Tryggvason G, Bayon R, Pagedar NA. Epidemiology of sebaceous
carcinoma of the head and neck: implications of the lymph node
management. Head Neck. 2012;34:1765---8.

. Mulay K, White VA, Shah SJ, Honavar SG. Sebaceous carcinoma:
clinicopathologic features and diagnostic role of immunohis-
tochemistry (including androgen receptor). Can J Ophthalmol.
2014;49:326---32.

. Domingo-Musibay E, Murugan P, Giubellino A, Sharma S,
Steiberger D, Yuan J, et al. Near complete response to
Pembrolizumab in microsatellite-stable metastatic sebaceous
carcinoma. J Immunother Cancer. 2018;6:58.

uana  Moraes  Campos  ,
oana  Alexandria  Ferreira  Dias  ,  Paula  Basso  Lima  ,
ílvio  Alencar  Marques ∗

Faculdade  de  Medicina,  Universidade  Estadual  Paulista,
otucatu,  SP,  Brazil

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0365-0596(21)00320-2/sbref0025
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9176-0926
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9435-2303
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4659-2155
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5512-4700
mailto:silvio.marques@unesp.br

	Extraocular sebaceous carcinoma: tumor presentation of rapid evolution
	Financial support
	Authors contributions
	Conflicts of interest
	References


